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	From the Principal…
Dear Saint Michaels Elementary School Families,
I have truly enjoyed getting to know you and your students over the past few weeks.  Now that we have mastered our classroom and school routines, teachers and students are focusing on instruction and learning.
Please note in the “Save the dates” section that Fall pictures will be held on Wednesday, September 21.
A huge thank you to our PTA families for a successful Back to School Celebration.  I enjoy working with such dedicated school families and community members.  On October 12, all families are invited to the PTA meeting at 6pm.  There will be a special treat!  PreK students will be sharing their talents that evening!  This is a great opportunity to find out the small ways you can participate with PTA and meet our newest SMES PreK students. 
Please do not hesitate to contact me with questions, concerns or compliments about our school.
Sincerely,
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:ibullock:Desktop:Screen Shot.JPG]
Indra E. Bullock, Ed.D.
Save the dates!
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✭ Sept. 12- Fall session of SMASH begins
✭ Sept. 21- Fall Picture Day
✭ Sept. 23- Half day for students
[bookmark: _GoBack]✭ Sept. 26-30 - Fall Book Fair
✭ Sept. 30- PBIS Incentive Day
✭ October 5- 4th Grade Phillips Wharf Trip
✭ October 12- 6pm PTA meeting sponsored by PreK 


For Your Information…
Excellent Parent Resources for Elementary Math
As you already know, TCPS has adopted the Engageny elementary math curriculum.  This curriculum meets the standards for common core and raises the rigor of our math instruction and assessment to an appropriate level. There are excellent resources available to help you understand the new math expectations for each grade level as well as step-by-step homework directions. In addition, there are demonstration videos available at all grade levels.  Go online to 
http://ccssmathactivities.com/engageny-support. Simply click on the grade level and parent resources.  If you do not have access to the Internet, contact your school office for paper copies. For more information, contact Dr. Sherry Sutton at (410) 822 – 0330.

Maryland State Parks will honor Every Kid in a Park passes for the 2016-2017 school year
Earlier this year, Governor Hogan announced that all 72 Maryland State Parks would honor the Federal Every Kid in a Park pass.  Fourth graders and their families can access State Parks, as well as Federal sites, for FREE! Passes for the 2016-17 school year go live on September 1. Visit https://www.everykidinapark.gov/  to obtain a pass and find Federal parks to visit, for both families accompanying individual 4th graders as well as for field trip experiences for 4th grade classes.  The pass grants entry for the student and three accompanying adults -- or an entire car for drive-in parks -- at more than 2,000 national parks, forests, wildlife refuges, and marine sanctuaries.  The website also offers educators and parents activities, trip planning books, safety and packing tips, and other helpful information.
To find Maryland State Parks, go to: http://dnr2.maryland.gov/publiclands/Pages/parkmap.aspx. 

Primary Talent Development
During the 2016-2017 school year, all Pre/K through second grade students will be participating in the Primary Talent Development Program. Your child’s teacher will present a series of lesson, embedded in the regular curriculum, which will provide opportunities for students to demonstrate the characteristics of a gifted learner. Based on their observations and rubrics developed by the Maryland State Department of Education, your child will be observed to be at the readiness, emergent, progressing or independent level for the characteristics of being perceptive, communicative, inquisitive, persistent, creative, resourceful and leadership.  Your student’s scores will be recorded at the end of each school year and will be considered as the first step in the Elementary Gifted and Talented Identification Process in third grade. More information about Primary Talent Development is available on the TCPS website on the Curriculum Department and Gifted and Talented pages If you have any questions please contact your child’s teacher or Dr. Sherry Sutton, Supervisor for Gifted and Talent at (410) 822-0330 or ssutton@tcps.k12.md.us.

Important Reminders

Like the Saint Michaels Elementary Saints Facebook page! Search @smessaints.
Follow us on Instagram: Saint Michaels Elementary.
Follow us on Twitter: St_Michaels_Elementary.  Search @St_Michaels_ES.

Student Drop Off:
For their safety, students may not be dropped off prior to 7:30am.  Doors open at 7:30am for students.  At that time, school staff will be outside and in the hallways to supervise student arrival.  

	
Transportation Changes:
Students will be sent home by their usual means of travel, which we will have on file, unless we receive a note. 

· Students are not permitted to ride any other bus except the one to which they have been assigned unless a signed note is sent to school stating the student’s full name, the bus they are to ride, the location where they will be dropped off and the reason for the change in bus.

· If there is an emergency and you need to change your child’s transportation, parents/guardians may only call the school during the day before 2:00pm then fax or email a written note.  All transportation changes must be finalized through the front office (Mrs. Sweeney) by 2:00pm for safety reasons. 

Wellness Policy:
Please do not send any birthday or food related treats for students to pass out to the class.  There are many students with severe allergies in our classrooms. Notify the nurse and classroom teacher if your child is allergic to anything. In addition, please make sure to identify your child’s allergy on the emergency card that will be handed out at the beginning of the school year. 

SMES Star Rules:
We are Saints STARS!
We S Keep Self to Self.
We T Take Responsibility.
We A Always Follow Directions.
We R Respect Self and Others, and
We S Strive to do our best!
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